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Shortly after 1 a.m., Saturday, June 28th, 1969, police raided the Stonewall Inn, an unlicensed, 
mafia-run bar in NYC’s Greenwich Village. Patrons responded with a spontaneous eruption 
of anger and defiance; catalyzing days of riots known as the Stonewall Uprising.  Prior to 
stonewall, LGBTQ+ people had been  advocating for their rights (such as the founding of 
Henry Gerber’s 1923 Society for Human Rights, the 1959 Cooper’s Do-nuts riot, the 1966 
Julius’ “Sip-in,” the 1966 Compton’s Cafeteria riots, and the 1967 Black Cat demonstration 
– among other such actions), however, Stonewall was a galvanizing event.

The Stonewall Inn was a safe haven for street kids, drag queens, poor students, and other 
LGBTQ+ people who wanted to be themselves and were not welcome elsewhere. When 
police raided the bar, people resisted, unlike during other raids, provoked by the beating of 
a butch lesbian and of a drag queen who was being clubbed in the back of a paddy wagon. 
With the riot already begun, at just the moment that some of the patrons had formed a 
chorus line and were kicking their heels up at the police, New York Cities notorious Tactical 
Police Force (TPF) arrived with their riot gear and batons, after the squad of eight police who 
conducted the initial raid had barricaded themselves in the Inn, and so the riots continued 
for days. 

The rebellion was not widely reported and would likely have simply taken its place on the 
long list of gay rights activism that preceded it. But on the first anniversary of the uprising, 
queers in New York and San Francisco organized “Christopher Street Liberation Day” 
marches, the first of what became known as Pride Parades, keeping Stonewall’s reputation 
alive and growing. The Uprising was unique-- not the beginning of the Gay Rights Movement 
but an important flashpoint.
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