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Artists colonies in Santa Fe and Taos in the 20th century attracted settlers who desired new 
forms of expression and new paradigms, including updating gender roles and resistance 
to sexual conformity. In the late 1960s, New Mexico became a place for counterculture 
movements inspired by ideals of the sexual revolution and women’s rights movements.

Harry Hay, prominent gay rights activist and founder of the Mattachine Society (one of 
the earliest gay rights organizations), moved to Ohkay Owingeh with his partner Harry 
Burnside, joining in the Pueblo’s fight for water rights. Their experience informed their 
founding of Radical Faeries, which sought to bring a new level of consciousness and 
spirituality to the gay liberation movement.

Currently ranking 7th in the nation for same sex households, New Mexico held its first 
Pride march in the summer of 1976 in Albuquerque. A small group of twenty-five brave 
individuals marched on Central Avenue that day setting the ground work for the annual 
Prides now held around the state in over 12 different cities. 43 years later, in June 2019, ABQ 
PrideFest included 100 organizations and hundreds of onlookers who lined the streets, 
cheering on the marchers.

Beginning in the 1970s, advocacy and support for LGBTQ+ civil rights has been visible in 
New Mexico. The earliest gay organization started at the University of New Mexico in 1974 
(Juniper) and in 1975 the Metropolitan Community Church was formed, currently the 
oldest organization in New Mexico. In 1985, Governor Toney Anaya signed an Executive 
Order banning discrimination on the basis of sexual preference, making New Mexico one 
of the earliest states to legislatively support gay civil rights. In 2003, the New Mexico Human 
Rights Act was amended to include sexual orientation and gender identity.  Becoming the 
17th state to legalize same-sex marriage, in 2013, the NM Supreme Court ruled in favor 
of marriage as a right for same-sex partners. Recent legislation against conversion therapy, 
anti-bullying, and enhanced protections for transgender citizens continue New Mexico’s 
tradition of visibly legal support for the sexual minorities and gender nonconforming 
communities that make up the fabric of our southwestern landscape.

Background image: Ed and David, 1991, from the “Men Kissing” series. C. Herbert Lotz-NMHM
Top left: “We’ve been together 38 years,” Jodie Ellis and Marcia Muth, 2005, by Gay Block
Bottom left: John Burnside, Martha Trolin, Libby Atkins and Harry Hay at LGBTQ+ Power Building Summit, 1999. Equality 
New Mexico.
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